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Introduction 

OUR VETERANS’ VOICES  

AGS Member John Farris told a story about his 

brother, Marshall E Farris, Jr. 

Albuquerque only had one high school during WW2. 

Albuquerque High. 

Some young men were wanting to serve their 

country, but they were underage. 

They needed their parent’s permission. 

We’ll look at a few of these volunteers. 
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World War 2 
Two Front War 

 
Atlantic (i.e. Europe, 
Africa, Mediterranean) 
 
Pacific (Philippines, 
Marshall Islands, Burma 
Campaign) 

 



ALBUQUERQUE HS 





SEVEN WOULD 
ANSWER THE CALL 
TO ENLIST IN THE 

NAVY – SPRING 1944 

These young men mentioned are only a portion to enlist.  

 

This is not an exhaustive list. 



Not Everyone was From 

Albuquerque High 

 
Marshall E. Farris Jr., 

Joseph A. Contreras, 

Tildon W. Pond, 

Arthur Sanchez, Estancia 

John Robinson, 

Charles Baca, 

Ambroslo Saavedra Jr. 

Source: Albuquerque Tribune, 19 May 1944, Friday, Page 9 



Charles Baca, 

Joseph A. Contreras, 

Marshall E Farris Jr., 

Tildon W. Pond, 

John C. Robinson Jr., 

Ambrosio Saavedra 

Jr.  

Source: Albuquerque Tribune,  

22 May 1944, Monday, Page 1 



NAVY RANKS 
Not An Exhaustine List 

See this Link: https://ww2db.com/other.php?other_id=46 

These Young Men would be assigned to the following: 

 

Hospital Apprentice HA 
Know minor surgery, first aid and nursing. Maintain 

sanitary conditions. 

Pharmacist's Mate PhM 
Take charge of sick bay. Do minor surgery and administer 

simple medicines. 

Seaman 

 
S 

Know naval drill duties, knots, steering and signaling. 

Stand watch and gunnery duties. 

Apprentice Seaman AS Know naval drill duties, tie knots. Stand watch. 



NAVY RANKS CONTINUED 

MailMan MrM Mail Delivery, Mail Sorting 

Radioman RM 
Transmit and receive radio messages. Encipher and 

decipher messages. 



1927-2020 

 

Age 93 



Marshall 

would 

serve as a 

Navy 

Corpsman 

obtaining 

the rank of 

Pharmacist 

Mate 3rd 

Class 



Marshall’s Obituary says he served in Okinawa.  

 

The Navy Muster roll for the USS Grasp has Marshall assigned to 

the ship in 1946 and bound for the P.I. Subic bay for duty. 

 

Another muster roll still has Marshall assigned to the USS Grasp in 

May 1946.  

 

USS Grasp (ARS-24) was a Diver-class rescue and salvage 

ship commissioned by the U.S. Navy during World War II. Her task 

was to come to the aid of stricken vessels. 

 

He was discharged by June 1946 according to his draft registration 

card. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diver-class_rescue_and_salvage_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diver-class_rescue_and_salvage_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diver-class_rescue_and_salvage_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rescue_and_salvage_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rescue_and_salvage_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
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Marshall would earn his degrees BA and MA in Education from 

UNM 

 

He would briefly teach in California before returning to 

Albuquerque. 

 

He taught Sandia Base Elementary, Chelwood Elemtary, 

Van Buren Middle School and Washington Middle School 

 

He would be elected President to the Albuquerque Classroom 

Teachers Association and to the NM National Education 

Association. 

 

He would retire from teaching 1984. 

 

 



CHARLES BACA 
1926-2018 

Age 91 

He obtained the rank of Seaman 1st Class 

 

Charles Baca was assigned to a couple ships in WW2 according to Fold3.com 

 

USS Chilula (ATF-153) was a Navajo-class fleet tug constructed for the United States Navy during World 

War II.[2] Her purpose was to aid ships, usually by towing, on the high seas or in combat or post-combat 

areas, plus "other duties as assigned.“ 

 

LSM-262: A Landing Ship Medium (LSM) was an amphibious assault ship of the United States 

Navy in World War II. Of a size between that of Landing Ships Tank and Landing Craft Infantry, 558 LSMs 

were built for the USN between 1944 and 1945. Most of vessels built on this frame were regular transports, 

while several dozen were converted during construction to specialized roles.  

 

Source: Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo-class_fleet_tug
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo-class_fleet_tug
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo-class_fleet_tug
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fleet_tug
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Chilula#cite_note-navsource-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amphibious_assault_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landing_Ship,_Tank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landing_Craft_Infantry
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ENTERTAINER 
After retirement from the Kirtland Fire Department he found 

singing his true love. 

 

 



PRESENTATION TITLE 20 



PRESENTATION TITLE 21 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/188068475/charles-baca 



JOHN C ROBINSON JR. 
1926-1995 

Radio Man – Assigned to BB-42 Idaho 

New Mexico Class Battleship 

He would serve his service tour entirely on the Idaho . 

 

He would join the Idaho January 1945 during a refit 

 

On 28 January 1945, Idaho departed San Diego, bound for Pearl Harbor. There, she 

joined the bombardment group, which proceeded to the Marianas and then on 14 

February steamed north to Iwo Jima, the target of the next major amphibious 

assault. The ship bombarded the Japanese defenders on 19 February as the 

Marines went ashore; Idaho remained there for nearly a month before withdrawing 

on 7 March to replenish at Ulithi.[8] 

 

On 21 March, Idaho joined Task Force 54 (TF 54), the Gunfire and Covering Group 

under the command of Rear Admiral Morton Deyo, as the flagship of Bombardment 

Unit 4 for the invasion of Okinawa. 

 Source: USS Idaho (BB-42) Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Diego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iwo_Jima
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulithi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Idaho_(BB-42)#cite_note-FOOTNOTEDANFS_Idaho-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Okinawa_naval_order_of_battleGunfire_and_Covering_Force_(Task_Force_54)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rear_Admiral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morton_Deyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morton_Deyo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Okinawa


BB-42 IDAHO 

 John Robinson would be present in Tokyo Bay on the Idaho for the Japanese 
Surrender. 

Idaho was among the ships to enter Tokyo Bay on 27 August, carrying a 
detachment of occupation troops. She was present during the signing of 
the surrender documents on 2 September. The ship left Japanese waters on 6 
September, bound for the east coast of the United States. She arrived in 
Norfolk on 16 October, and was decommissioned there on 3 July 1946. 

Source: USS Idaho (BB-42) 

Wikipedia 

By May 1946, Robinson is 

discharged according to his draft 

registration. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_Instrument_of_Surrender


AFTER WW2 

Robinson would enroll at UNM 

Graduating and working at 
Sandia National Laboratories for 
25 years. 

He would work as a civil servant 
for DOE until 1989. 

Like all returning vets, would 
marry, raise a family, live in the 
community. 
 



AMBROSIO SAAVEDRA JR.  
1 9 2 6 - 2 0 2 0  

A G E  9 4  
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Ambrosio would reach the rank 

of Seaman 1st Class 

 

He would serve at Okinawa 

according to his obituary with the 

SeeBees (Construction 

Battalion) 

 

He would be discharged June 

1946 



Found Two Ships Ambrosio Saavedra Served on 

Ambrosio was mustered on the USS McCracken 

APA-198 

 

USS McCracken (APA-198) was a Haskell-

class attack transport acquired by the U.S. 

Navy during World War II for the task of 

transporting troops to and from combat areas. 

 

On 5 May she sailed to San Francisco, California, 

embarked troops and cargo, and returned to 

Pearl Harbor 26 May. Three days later she sailed 

westward carrying Navy Seabees and Army 

Engineers, arriving Buckner Bay, Okinawa,  

 
Source: Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haskell_class_attack_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haskell_class_attack_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haskell_class_attack_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seabee_(US_Navy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckner_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Okinawa_Prefecture


After WW2 

After WW2, Ambrosio would return to work with his 

father’s construction company. 

 

He would meet and marry Senaida. They would raise their 

6 children in the South Valley. 

 

Later they would operate The Midway Lounge in Cubero, 

New Mexico. 

 

They would retire to their South Valley home.  



TILDON WILSON POND 
1927-2009 

82 

Tildon was a radio man (RM3C) aboard the destroyer USS Caldwell (DD-605) from 

January 1945 to his discharge in 1946. 

 

USS Caldwell was damaged by a kamikaze attack in December 1944. Temporary 

repairs made at San Pedro Bay, Philippines, fitted Caldwell for the voyage to San 

Francisco where she was again put in fighting trim. April 1945 saw the destroyer 

once more in her familiar role as convoy escort, this time in support of the invasion 

of Tarakan, Borneo. Caldwell bombarded Tarakan (11–12 May), then moved to 

cover the minesweeping operations off Brunei Bay. Here, on 27 June, she 

detonated an influence-type mine, but escaped with moderate damage and no 

casualties. After temporary repairs at Victoria, Australia, she sailed to San Pedro 

Bay, P.I., for final repairs. She was there when hostilities ended. Escort of landing 

craft convoys to Okinawa and Leyte followed in September and October 1945. After 

a visit to Tokyo Bay, Caldwell returned to the States; she was placed out of 

commission in reserve at Charleston, South Carolina, on 24 April 1946.  

Source: USS Caldwell, Wikipedia 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Tarakan_(1945)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria,_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Okinawa_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leyte_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charleston,_South_Carolina


Tildon would return to Albuquerque where he would 

work for the Graham Paper Company. 

 

He would raise a family, enjoy sports, become 

involved with charities. He was also a Mason. 

 

He too would live a long life after WW2. 

 

Although his obituary said no service was held and 

his burial location is unknown. One hint is his ashes 

were buried at sea by the family. 

Source: Ancestry.com Source: Newspapers.com 



JOSEPH CONTRERAS 
1926-? 

Joseph served on several ships, the 

USS McCracken, USS Capacon and 

the last USS Emcree for discharge 

from the US Navy. 

 

He achieved the rank of Seaman 1st 

Class. 

 

Not much else is known. He marries in 

1948 in Albuquerque.  

 

 



ARTHUR SANCHEZ 
1926 – 2001 BIRL 

75 

Arthur Sanchez was from Estancia, New Mexcio, not from Albuquerque High School 

 

He also is one that did not serve in a war zone, although he did contribute his part by 

working in the Navy postal service. He still was given several military awards for his 

participation in the Asiatic-Pacific Area.  

 

His discharge lists his rank as Mailman 3rd Class assigned to USS APL-18  

USS APL-18 is an APL-2-class barracks ship of the United 

States Navy. It is still in service in San Diego, California. 

https://www.navysite.de/apl/apl18.htm 

 

APL-18 does not have engines and has to be towed into 

location. It was a temporary housing for sailors while their ships 

were being retrofitted or repaired. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APL-2-class_barracks_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APL-2-class_barracks_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APL-2-class_barracks_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APL-2-class_barracks_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APL-2-class_barracks_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barracks_ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Navy


RESOURCES USED 

Fold3.com (Muster Rolls, Service Numbers, Discharge Papers) 

Newspapers.com (Obituaries, Articles) 

Ancestry.com (Family History Searches, Yearbooks, Other documents) 

FamilySearch.org (Family Histories) 

Google (General Searches) 

Wikipedia (Ship Histories) 

Find-A-Grave 

Naval History and Heritage Command 


