
 

 

As genealogists and family historians, we love our charts! We jump on Ancestry, start plugging 

in relatives and off we go. Many of us also go out and buy genealogy software to build even 

more charts for our own computers. Best of all, we can brag to our fellow genealogists about the 

thousands of people in our “trees.” 

 

Well as fun as all that is, sometimes a regular tree just won’t cut it. That approach is fine for a 

simple basic tree like the one you see below: 
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The problem though is that relationships in the real world are not all that simple. What about 

great uncle George, with his three “official” wives and those two “friends.” There are the bio 

kids, step kids and the foundlings. Any tree of any size can quickly get complicated. 

 

Genealogy is also about figuring out other kinds of relationships and charts. This is particularly 

true when it comes to using DNA. We know that a 200cM match is probably a second cousin, 

but it could be a lot of other things and what side of the family is it on? How do we represent 

that? How do we compare lines of descent and multiple relationships? For that matter, how do 

we even look at a tree with a thousand people in it? There is really no way of doing that without 

special charts. One of the best tools out there for handling tasks like this is Lucidchart. This is a 

cloud-based charting and diagraming tool at: https://www.lucidchart.com/pages/. 

 

Basically, the program allows you to build charts so that you can visualize pretty much any type 

of relationship. You create them online, but you can save them to your computer and insert them 

into Word, PowerPoint and many other programs you work with on a regular basis. It is possible 

to do this kind of thing in Word and other programs directly, but Lucidchart makes the process 

so much easier. 

 

First, let’s look at situations where something like this might be needed. We’ve done DNA 

testing at Ancestry and we have four good matches. We’ve built trees for all of the matches and 

we have now figured out how they relate to me. Matches like this could be scattered all over a 

traditional tree, so how do you show this in a meaningful way? 

 

The following would be an example: 

 

 

https://www.lucidchart.com/pages/


With a diagram like this, it is easy to see how the four matches relate to each other. You can even 

color code the boxes and add whatever additional information is needed, such as segment data, 

births, deaths or a picture. Lucidchart makes creating something like this quick and easy. 

 

Comparing DNA matches can get very complex. A couple of years ago, Lauren McGuire 

developed a way to visualize relationships between matches when you have many of them. 

Genealogists refer to this as the McGuire method and it was featured in Blaine Bettinger’s blog: 

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/03/19/guest-post-the-mcguire-method-simplified-visual-

dna-comparisons/ 

 

An example can be seen below. 

 

 
 

As you can see, this represents relationships from all over a family and a vast amount of DNA 

information. 

 

Sometimes though, all people want is a 

simple tree, but they don’t want to rely on 

Ancestry or have to buy special tree 

building software. Lucidchart can do that as 

well and even offers plug and play 

templates, such as at right. 

 

There are many ways this can be used to 

diagram information. It can give us a way to 

organize the data we collect from sources at 

an archive and to create mind maps. 

 

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/03/19/guest-post-the-mcguire-method-simplified-visual-dna-comparisons/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2017/03/19/guest-post-the-mcguire-method-simplified-visual-dna-comparisons/


You simply choose the shapes you want and drag them onto the grid and add the information. 

Connecting lines, adding colors and shape changes are relatively simple. You can share your 

diagrams online or keep them on your own computer. You can even import pictures and 

ancestors and other images into your Lucidchart, as you see here. 

 

Another aspect of genealogy that can be made easier with Lucidchart is mind mapping. 

Sometimes, the best way to identify an ancestor is to look at how they relate to many different 

sources. Is this ancestor in different places at the same time? How are they associated with the 

people around them? How do they fit into our genealogy FAN club (Family, Associates and 

Neighbors). Mind mapping is useful for this and Lucidchart handles that task with ease. Here is 

an example from Ron Arons: 

 

 
https://www.ronarons.com/product/mind-maps-for-genealogy/ 

Ron has a great little book on using Mind Maps for Genealogy, which you can order from his 

website. 

 

While doing this type of thing is possible in Word and PowerPoint, it is far more tedious. 

Lucidchart’s grid system makes it easy to get your images properly placed and spaced. Getting 

lines to seamlessly connect can be challenging in other software platforms, but Lucidchart makes 

it painless. If you regularly work in Word and PowerPoint, the various tools for inserting text and 

other images will look familiar and intuitive. 

 

A new tool will always come with a bit of a learning curve, but Lucidchart makes it as painless 

as possible. There are built-in videos on the Lucidchart website, and many others can be found 

https://www.ronarons.com/product/mind-maps-for-genealogy/


on YouTube. Blaine Bettinger has a formally produced video on this topic at Legacy Family 

Tree Webinars: https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=1232 

 

This little video on YouTube isn’t fancy, but it shows you how simple the process is: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sr1u1PebTks&t=82s 

 

There is a free version that will allow you to build three charts, so you can check it out for 

yourself. The free version is OK to see how it works, but a paid version is really needed if you 

expect to use it on a regular basis. If you decide to buy it, an individual license is $9.95 a month 

or you can knock that down to $7.95 a month if you pay annually. The individual license is 

probably everything you need unless you have a big company. 

https://familytreewebinars.com/download.php?webinar_id=1232
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sr1u1PebTks&t=82s

